
 
 
The vestry nominating committee is pleased to present the following slate of nominees for election at the annual parish     
meeting on May 2, 2021. 
 
Ally Abernathy, Attorney, GBMC HealthCare 

Past and Current Redeemer Activities 
My family:  husband Jake, daughter Chandler Grace (16) and two sons Harry (12) and Rett 
(9), moved from Charleston, South Carolina to Baltimore in 2017.  As someone who typi-
cally gets my bearings pretty easily, I was having the hardest time driving anywhere with-
out google maps to assist.  Despite being literally “lost” all the time, we knew that one way 
to ground ourselves in our new community was to find a church.  With the help of google 
maps, we found Redeemer and attended the All Saints’ Day service.  From the amazing 
music to the sermon message to the warmth felt just sitting in a pew in the sanctuary, Re-
deemer is the first place in Baltimore that felt like home, for all five of us.  In finding Re-
deemer, God’s plan for us here in Baltimore was confirmed.   
 

Over the years since that first visit, our kiddos have thrived in the various youth programs 
at Redeemer.  The boys in Sunday School and Chandler Grace had the amazing opportunity to experience J2A under 
Paul and Erin and go on pilgrimage to Costa Rica.  Chandler Grace was confirmed at Redeemer last fall. 

Recently, I joined one of the Sacred Ground groups and have been experiencing my own J2A learning about systemic 
racism with my fellow parishioners.   Our group spans ages and backgrounds and I am humbled every session not only 
by the course materials – I am humbled by the incredible respect we have for each other as we share hard truths about 
ourselves and our families. 

How I Draw Strength from Redeemer 
I credit Redeemer as one of the main reasons our kiddos say that they love living in Baltimore.  Our children have ma-
tured in their journey as Christians at Redeemer, more so than anywhere we have been in the past.  They are learning 
who God is through the love, teaching and community that is Redeemer.  For Jake and I, the message we receive each 
Sunday at Redeemer has been incredibly fulfilling.  We find ourselves marveling at how David, Cristina, Freda Marie, 
or Rebecca knows exactly how we were feeling this week or that week – especially in recent times throughout this chal-
lenging year.    My church home provides me with so much – it is my honor and privilege to give to back to this amaz-
ing community. 

Things I believe I bring to the vestry for the good of Redeemer  
Throughout my life and career one of the most important life skills I have learned is the ability to keep perspective.  No 
matter how complex the issue that is presented to me, maintaining the big picture while never losing sight of the im-
portant details has served me well.  Building trusting relationships, based upon mutual respect remains a guiding princi-
ple for me.  As counsel, I often rely on these relationships to bridge gaps and create resolutions.  Although this will be 
my first time serving on a Vestry, having served on several boards and represented boards professionally, my hope is 
that my life and career experiences will provide a benefit to this amazing community.   

 

Peter L. Bain,  retired President, CEO, and Director, BrightSphere Investment Group 

Director, Virtus Investment Partners; Trustee, The Walters Art Museum;   Director, American Visionary Art Museum;  
Director, ReBuild Metro, LLC;  Director, TurnAround Tuesday, LLC 
 
Past and Current Redeemer Activities:  
I first came to Redeemer over a quarter century ago, when Millicent and I were married here 
by Barney Hawkins. I think we were the first marriage he performed at Redeemer and it 
made me feel immediately and deeply connected to the community. At that time, we were 
creating a blended family of four small children and Redeemer played a role in that, as all 
four of our combined children joined us for services and Sunday school on the weekends 
when we were all together. Our two who lived full time in Baltimore attended the Parish Day 
School. Millicent and I taught Sunday school for a decade, culminating with our teaching the 
Confirmation class as well. I had the honor of serving on the Search Committee that called 
Paul Tunkle to Redeemer in 2001, and also served as Co-Chair of Stewardship in 2003-2004. 
Since my retirement in 2017, I have had the opportunity to engage more with the Redeemer 
community. In particular, I have worked alongside parish leadership in forging Redeemer’s  
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membership in BUILD (Baltimoreans United in Leadership Development), as well as two related organizations: Re-
Build Metro, which works to reclaim and rehabilitate urban neighborhoods without gentrifying or displacing current 
residents, and TurnAround Tuesday, a jobs movement committed to working with returning and other underserved citi-
zens preparing to re-enter the workforce.  
 
How I Draw Strength From Redeemer 
I moved to Baltimore from New York City in 1995 when Millicent and I married. Redeemer played an important role in 
providing me with a sense of belonging in my new city. It also, as described above, played a key role in helping Milli-
cent and me to meld together our respective children into a new family. Both of these components gave me a great sense 
of comfort and security during a period of profound personal transition. As time passed, our involvement grew in vari-
ous ways, and each of these new connections furthered our sense of both belonging and commitment. The early 
Wednesday Eucharists in the Chapel (back in the “before times!”), Faith at Five, Robert’s music, and David’s Bible 
Study all play meaningful roles in our lives. We embrace the clergy’s commitment to bringing all of us more meaning-
fully into our own city. We look forward to returning to in-person worship together and to where the church might go in 
the years ahead. 
 
Things That I Believe I Bring to the Vestry for the Good of Redeemer 
It feels presumptuous to answer this. I think like all fellow parishioners who are willing to serve, I want above all to be 
of use. I would hope to add value and dimension to the conversation at Vestry. I think my experience leading a number 
of different organizations over the years, my work developing and executing strategies, my experience analyzing com-
plex problems, my commitment to communicating openly and effectively, and my deep belief in the criticality of a 
healthy culture, might all bring something of use to the Vestry. 
 
 
Dixon Harvey, Partner Black Oak Associates 

 
Past and Present Redeemer Activities 
I was baptized at Redeemer in 1958 and grew up in the Church, Day School and Sunday School 
and was confirmed at Redeemer. After attending St Thomas, Garrison Forest my wife Janet and 
I moved (back to for me) to Redeemer in 2016/2017 when we relocated our home close by. We 
both took Caroline Stewart’s mental health first aid course and I reviewed plans and attended 
some meetings for the design of the now complete parking lot. Both Janet and I are very active 
in Johnston Square. Janet is on the board of ReBuild Metro and we both serve on the Together 
Rebuilding Stewardship Committee. 
 

How I draw strength from Redeemer 
While we consider ourselves relative newcomers to the Redeemer parish the warmth and welcoming atmosphere since 
we first sat in the pew has been uplifting. My daily prayer gives thanks for the Community of The Church of the Re-
deemer. For me the journey of faith is a road of learning, questioning and hopefully growing. Redeemer has been a 
place where the uncertainties of faith can comfortably coexist with hope and strength looking forward. We are blessed 
with an incredible and inspiring Clergy and the Church’s dedication to recognizing and addressing the ills of our City is 
a powerful force of good. 
 
Things that I believe I bring to the Vestry for the good of Redeemer 
The world has changed and is changing dramatically as a result of the pandemic and we are presented with opportunities 
(and challenges) that we could not imagine eighteen months ago. I hope to be a thoughtful listener and a helpful voice as 
we consider the road ahead. I hope my Vestry service at two other churches and experience in business will help me be 
a positive contributor. 
 

Kristen Heerema:  Product Manager, Howard Bank 

Past and Current Redeemer Activities 
I came to Redeemer in 2013, hoping only to find an opportunity to sing the music I love. I found 
not only a magnificent musical tradition, but also a spiritual home with a welcoming community of 
which I am proud to be a part. I am currently a member of the Redeemer Choir and have been a 
frequent reader/responder during our online services. 
 
How I Draw Strength from Redeemer 
This church is truly a spiritual home and family to me.  Over the past year, I have learned just how 
very essential Redeemer is to my well being. Now more than ever, I find myself turning to the car-
ing clergy, the meaningful homilies, the uplifting and emotional music, and the welcoming, vibrant 



Redeemer community. While I greatly miss our in person fellowship, I gain more from our online communion than I 
ever would have guessed I could. Each and every week, I find myself recalling and receiving guidance from something 
I heard in our weekly service. Redeemer gives me the strength to carry on and tackle whatever lies ahead.  
 
Things I Believe I Bring to the Vestry for the Good of Redeemer 
I have more than 20 years experience working in the financial services industry in both product management and mar-
keting capacities. While I distinguish myself through my analytical abilities, I also have been recognized for my strong 
strategic vision and communication skills. I’ve led many successful team projects and have developed the needed col-
laboration and consensus building skills. I love to find innovative and effective solutions and to lead teams to accom-
plish challenging goals.  


