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	 	            MINUTES OF THE VESTRY MEETING	
	 	 	          TUESDAY,  MAY 19, 2026	
	 	           7:00 P.M. – WOMEN’S COUNCIL ROOM	
  	
         	 	             The Lord is my strength and my song,	
	 	 	   and he has become my salvation.	      	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Psalm 118:14	
	 	 	 	 	        	
Quorum.  The May Vestry Meeting was called to order on Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at 
7:00 p.m.  The following Vestry members were present, representing a quorum for 
the conduct of business:  Silvia Anselmino, Vicki Chia, David Frisch, Rachel Gilbert, 
John Griffith, Ellen Hoitsma, Mary Lord, Noel Morelli, Graham Savage, John Scott, and 
Randy Sovich.  The following clergy members, staff members, and officers were 
present:  David Ware, Christina Way, Lucy Neale Duke, Steven Sutor, Doug Riley, and 
Fern Riley.  The following Vestry member was absent: Karen McGee.	

Opening Prayer.  David Ware opened the meeting by offering a prayer of thanks for 
the Vestry and their leadership.  He welcomed new Vestry members Rachel Gilbert, 
Ellen Hoitsma, John Scott, and Randy Sovich and thanked them for their willingness 
to serve.  He read the poem “We Are of a Tribe” by Alberto Rios.	

Approval of Minutes.  Fern Riley presented the minutes of the Vestry Meeting held 
on April 21, 2026, and the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on April 26, 
2026. A motion to approve the minutes was made, seconded, and unanimously ap-
proved. 	

Reflection.  John Griffith gave a spiritual reflection about his father.	

Rector’s Report [David Ware].  David reported the Parish Day School enrollment 
continues to grow, with over 190 students registered for the 2026-2027 school year.  
Third graders will have their classroom in the Youth Council Room during the week, 
and the room can be rearranged over the weekend for RYG and other groups to use 
as needed.  Several teachers will join David, Thomasina Wharton, and Mary Knott to 
be presenters at the National Association of Episcopal Schools meeting in the fall.  
They will discuss the vision and history of the school’s growth as guided by benefits 
to the school, the church, and the community, including the deepening relationship 
with Govans Elementary School and the doubling of Sunday School registration.	

Treasurer’s Report [Doug Riley].   The church’s fiscal year 2025 Audit Report, 
prepared by Gross Mendelsohn and Associates, has been completed, and Doug Riley 
said it was a clean audit with all financial records found to be in order. 	

Doug said the Budget and Finance Committee has recommended the Vestry autho-
rize the interest earned by PDS Capital Campaign gifts to be used to offset the 



church’s administrative costs in overseeing the campaign.  Current interest income 
to date is $1,832.00.  A motion to authorize the periodic transfer of interest income 
from the Parish Day School Capital Campaign Account to Redeemer’s Operating Ac-
count to cover the administrative expenses of overseeing the Capital Campaign was 
made, seconded, and unanimously approved.	

The Parish Day School 2026-2027 Proposed Budget, distributed electronically to the 
Vestry prior to the meeting, was prepared by Mary Knott and David and approved by 
the PDS Board.  Doug said the Budget and Finance Committee has reviewed and rec-
ommended it to the Vestry for approval.  A motion to approve the Parish Day School 
2026-2027 Proposed Budget was made, seconded, and unanimously approved.	

Junior Warden’s Report [Steven Sutor].   Reviewing maintenance issues over the 
past year, Steven noted one of the church’s two boilers was replaced and the heat 
pump system for the administrative offices was repaired.  Engineering consultants 
from James Posey Associates were contracted to evaluate the entire HVAC system.  
Their feasibility study revealed the 1958 piping for the hot water heating distribu-
tion is past its life expectancy and should be replaced. The estimated cost for the 
four year plan for replacement and all associated construction work is $3.65 million.  
Steven said Lucy, Lydia Kimball, and he are researching potential grant funding op-
tions from outside organizations interested in supporting restoration projects of sa-
cred and historic buildings.	

Oath of Office for New Vestry and Officers.  New Vestry members Rachel Gilbert, 
Ellen Hoitsma, John Scott, and Randy Sovich signed the Oath of Office.  The officers 	
Lucy Neale Duke, Senior Warden; Steven Sutor, Junior Warden; Doug Riley, Treasur-
er; and Fern Riley, Registrar signed the Oath of Office. 	

Other Business.  Christina Way said she is creating a Vestry Portal for all Vestry 
members to use to access contact information, by-laws, oaths, and other Vestry 
business.  She also noted we will begin having lemonade in the courtyard after the 
10:00 a.m. Sunday service over the summer starting May 31 to help parishioners 
and newcomers feel welcome and to connect with each other and with ministries of 
the church.  She asked Vestry members to sign up to meet people and to wear an 
“Ask Me” button to be available for questions.	

In response to donor interest, David said the PDS Capital Campaign Committee has 
designated donor naming opportunities at the the following donation levels:  New 
School Building, $5 million; Elementary Division, $2.5 million; Preschool Division, 
$2.5 million; PDS Head of School, $1 million; Multipurpose Room, $1 million; Ele-
mentary Art and Science Room, $500,000; and Preschool Art and Science Room, 
$300,000.	

David said the Vestry will meet in June and will not meet in July or August.	



Upcoming Events.	
5/31 Inaugural Summer Lemonade Fellowship following 10:00 a.m. service	
6/7 3:00-5:00 p.m. Active Bystander Training at Redeemer, sponsored by BUILD	
6/7 4:00-6:00 p.m. Bach in Baltimore	
7/13-17 Paul’s Place Camp	

Adjournment.  Doug offered a prayer of thanks for the clergy team and for guiding 
them to make wise decisions to foster the trust of the parish and reflect God’s love.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 Fern Riley, Registrar


