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Well in the desert, 1894, hand-colored latern slide, William Henry Jackson (1843-1942) 

 

 

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest … For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
 

- Matthew 11:28, 30 
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WELCOME 

We’re glad you’re with us. If you are new to Redeemer, please introduce yourself to the clergy and fill 

out one of the CONNECT cards hanging on the back of each pew or scan this QR code. The completed 

card can be handed to an usher or placed in an offering plate. 
 

CHILDREN 

Children are invited to follow the cross after the Gospel reading to meet the storyteller. They will listen to 

stories in the courtyard, then return to the service after the sermon. 
 

COMMUNION 

At the Church of the Redeemer, Communion is open to all. Gluten-free wafers are available at each Communion 

station. Should you want a blessing instead of Communion, indicate this by crossing your hands over your chest. 
 

HEARING ASSISTIVE DEVICES 

If you’d like to use a hearing-assistive device, they are in the hallway at the ushers’ table. 
 

WI-FI ACCESS 

Network name: COTR-Guest 

Password: COTR2019 

 

 

The staff of the Church of the Redeemer 

Robert Chrystal, Director of Music, Faith@Five 

Alison Cole, Music Librarian 

The Rev. Keith N. Johnson Jr., Associate for Pastoral Care 

Amanda Kell, Administrative Assistant  

Mary Knott, Head of Parish Day School 

Bert Landman, Organist/Director of Music 

The Rev. Josh Laws, Associate for Youth & Young Adults 

Robert Lopez, Saturday Sexton 

Grace Ni, Housekeeper 

The Rev. Anna C. Noon, Director of Children’s Ministries 

The Rev. M. Cristina Paglinauan, Associate for Community Engagement 

Ben Paglinauan-Warner, Livestreamer 

Chuan Phan, Facilities Staff 

Huu Phung, Facilities Staff 

Katrina Schisler, Financial Administrator 

Mark Schroeder, Director of Facilities 

The Rev. David J. Ware, Rector 

Christina Way, Director of Administration 

Thomasina Wharton, Director of the Center for Wellbeing/Parish Day School Chaplain 

Abbie Wood, Organ Scholar 

 

 

Scheduled to serve today   

PREACHER The Rev. Josh Laws OFFICIANT The Rev. David J. Ware   

DEACON The Rev. M. Cristina Paglinauan CELEBRANT The Rev. Keith N. Johnson Jr.  

ASSISTING The Rev. Anna C. Noon VERGER Alison Cole  

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Lucy Neale Duke, Jenness Hall, Nancy Hubble 

READERS Ellen Hoitsma, Lee Kelly INTERCESSOR Kate Lears USHER SUPERVISOR Anita Richardson 

USHERS Paula Clark, Holly Hamilos ALTAR GUILD Margaret Daley, Kris Strakna, Brenda Ehlers 

FLOWER GUILD Margie Chandler, Anne Bruder 
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10 A.M.                                                              SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                                   JULY 5, 2026 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 
 

VOLUNTARY: Tuba Tune in D major Craig Sellar Lang 
 

INTROIT: Day by day Sumner 
The text may be found at Hymn #654. 

 

Please stand.  
 

ENTRANCE HYMN: #597 “O day of peace that dimly shines” Jerusalem 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION   
 

Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

All   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: S 278 Gloria in excelsis   William Mathias 
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

Officiant Let us pray. 

O day of God, draw near in beauty and in power; come with your timeless judgment now to 

match our present hour. Bring to our troubled minds, uncertain and afraid, the quiet of a steadfast 

faith, calm of a call obeyed. Bring justice to our land, that all may dwell secure, and finely build 

for days to come foundations that endure. Bring to our world of strife your sovereign word of 

peace, that war may haunt the earth no more, and desolation cease. O day of God, draw near in 

beauty and in power; come with your timeless judgment now to match our present hour. 

All Amen. 
  

Please be seated. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
 

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my master, 

and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female 

slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was 

old; and he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take 

a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to 

my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’ I came today to the spring, 

and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the 

way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out 

to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” and who will 

say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” – let her be the woman whom the Lord 

has appointed for my master’s son.’ Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was 

Rebekah coming out with her water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, 

and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, 

and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 

Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, 

whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. Then I 

bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, 

who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 

Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I 

may turn either to the right hand or to the left.” And they called Rebekah, and said to her, 

“Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her 

nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, 

“May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the 

gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the 

man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, 

and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, 

he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly 
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from the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet 

us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And the 

servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s 

tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after 

his mother’s death.  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

People We are listening. 
 

PSALM 45:11-18 The congregation is invited to join the choir in singing the Psalm. Chant: C.V. Stanford 

 

11 “Hear, O daughter; consider and / listen / closely; * 

forget your / people and your / father’s / house. 

12 The king will have / pleasure in your / beauty; * 

he is your master; / therefore / do him / honor. 

13 The people of Tyre are / here with a / gift; * 

the rich among the / people / seek your / favor.” 

14 All glorious is the princess / as she / enters; * 

her / gown is / cloth-of-/gold.   

15 In embroidered apparel she is / brought to the / king; * 

after her the bridesmaids / follow / in pro/cession. 

16 With joy and gladness / they are / brought, * 

and enter into the / palace / of the / king. 

17 “In place of fathers, O king, / you shall have / sons; * 

you shall make them / princes over / all the / earth. 

18 I will make your name to be remembered from one gene/ration to an/other; * 

therefore nations will / praise you for / ever and / ever.”   
 

EPISTLE: Romans 7:15-25a 
 

 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 

Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, 

but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my 

flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do 

not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 

dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 

hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at 

war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 

Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

People We are listening. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN: “This is my song” Finlandia 
 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; 

here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

but other hearts in other lands are beating 

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 

My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 

and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine; 

but other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

and skies are everywhere as blue as mine. 

O hear my song, though God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for their land and for mine.
 

May truth and freedom come to every nation; 

may peace abound where strife has raged so long; 

that each may seek to love and build together, 

a world united, righting every wrong; 

a world united in its love for freedom, 

proclaiming peace together in one song. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

Please remain standing. 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 

marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

 we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 

 ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and 

a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”  

 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 

 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my 

Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son 

and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

 for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.   

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SERMON     The Rev. Josh Laws 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

THE NICENE CREED adopted at the first council of Nicaea, 325 
 

Please stand. 
 

All  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 

from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively. 
 

Intercessor Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this 

land. They restore us, though we often destroy them. 

People  Heal us. 
 

Intercessor  We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us rich, though we often 

exploit them. 

People  Forgive us. 
 

Intercessor  We thank you for the men and women who have made this country strong. They are models for 

us, though we often fall short of them. 

People Inspire us. 
 

Intercessor  We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has drawn people from 

every nation, though we have often hidden from its light. 

People Enlighten us. 
 

Intercessor  We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It sustains our life, though we 

have been faithless again and again. 

People Renew us. 
 

Intercessor  Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance 

and prejudice, and to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when all our people, 

with many voices in one united chorus, will glorify your holy Name. 

People  Amen. 
 

Officiant Almighty God, may we always prove ourselves a people mindful of your will. Bless our country 

with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, 

 and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend each person’s liberty, 

and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and 

tongues. Endue with wisdom those in whom we entrust the authority of government, that there 

may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may show forth 

your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with 

thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Adapted from prayers compiled by the Vivian Traylor Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians in Northern California. 
  

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and one another. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

All   Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: 

You create all people in your image and call us to love one another as you love us. 

We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity of the human family. 

We have desired to live in freedom, while building walls between ourselves and others. 
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We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while making judgements of 

others based on who they love, the color of skin, the shape of features, 

or the varieties of human experience. 

We have tried to love our neighbors individually while yet benefitting from systems that 

hold those same neighbors in oppression. 

Forgive us, Holy God. 

Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. 

Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love. 

Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our diversity, even as you are 

one with Christ and the Spirit, 

Holy and undivided Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

THE ABSOLUTION  
 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And also with you. 
 

People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

CHILDREN’S ENTRANCE HYMN: #714 “Shalom, my friends” Shalom chaverim 
 

Shalom, my friends, shalom, my friends, 

shalom, shalom. 

Shalom, my friends, shalom my friends. 

Shalom, shalom. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
   

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: I vow to thee, my country  Holst/arr. Landman 
 

  I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above,  

   Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love;  

  The love that asks no question, the love that stands the test,  

   That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best;  

  The love that never falters, the love that pays the price,  

   The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 

  And there's another country, I've heard of long ago,  

   Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know;  

  We may not count her armies, we may not see her King;  

   Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering;  

  And soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase,  

   And her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace. 
 

HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION: #380  Old 100th 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heavenly host: 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: Eucharistic Prayer C 
 

Please remain standing. 
 

Celebrant The Lord is with you. 

People And also with you. 
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Celebrant Lift up your hearts 

People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

People  Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 

Celebrant  At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

  galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

People   By your will they were created and have their being.  
 

Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 

reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 

your trust; and we turned against one another. 

People   Have mercy, Lord. 
 

Celebrant  Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 

righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, 

  to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
 

People   By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 

and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope,  

to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS: S 128                                                                                                                               William Mathias 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Please remain standing or kneel. 
 

Celebrant  And so, Almighty God, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the 

  Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

  On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 

friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 
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After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 

Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
 

People  We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Celebrant  Lord God of our Mothers and Fathers: God of Sarah, Hannah, Ruth and Rebecca; 

  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your 

hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for 

solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy 

Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in 

  his name.  
 

People  Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, O God, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 

generation. 

All   Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER Spoken in solidarity with our Spanish-speaking neighbors.  
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All   Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo,  

   santificado sea tu Nombre,  

   venga tu reino,  

   hágase tu voluntad,  

     en la tierra como en el cielo.  

   Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 

   Perdona nuestras ofensas, 

 
 

    como también nosotros perdonamos  

  a los que nos ofenden. 

No nos dejes caer en tentación  

 y líbranos del mal. 

Porque tuyo es el reino,  

 tuyo es el poder,  

 y tuya es la gloria,  

 ahora y por siempre. Amén.

For translation, see page 364 of The Book of Common Prayer. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD: FRACTION ANTHEM Hymnal #S 152 Mason Martens 
 
 

  Celebrant
 

  

 

 

People 

 
 

Celebrant  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

THE COMMUNION 
 

AGNUS DEI The congregation is invited to join the choir in singing David Hurd 

 Tenor/Bass Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

 Soprano/Alto  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

 All  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

COMMUNION MEDITATION: He shall feed his flock G.F. Handel 

Nancy Dudley, alto & Kristen Heerema, soprano 
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POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  
 

Please stand or kneel. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

All  Holy One, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

HYMN: #718 “God of our fathers, whose almighty hand” National Hymn 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

VOLUNTARY: Fugue  John Knowles Paine 
 

Our service concludes with a voluntary or postlude, which is a musical prayer. Those wishing to offer a response 

are invited to offer an “Amen” (which means “so be it”) either silently or aloud at its conclusion. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our prayers are requested for: Shirley Redmond, Bob Chrystal, Terry Titman, Everett Kimball, 

the Rev. Susan Duck Haugh, Mary Elizabeth Haugh, Sabina McMahon, Elizabeth Estey, Irene Sovich,  

Nancy Caricchio, Ashby Thompson, Deborah Warner Kloiber, Maggie Buck Holland, Robin Riha-Lopez, 

Christopher Mitchell, Robert Vincent Lopez Jr., Carson Ruchlewicz, Sherrill Nash. We use full names on the prayer 

list and include them for one month. To add someone, contact akell@redeemerbaltimore.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Gloria: “Gloria in excelsis,” S 278. Used by permission of One License # A-724644. 
  
Sanctus: S 128. Used by permission of One License # A-724644. 

Fraction Anthem: “Christ our Passover,” S 152, Ambrosian chant; adapt. Mason Martens. Used by permission of One License # A-724644.  
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Dear Folks, 

Your Redeemer staff sat together this week, reflecting on the 250th anniversary of the United States of America. 

Woven between periods of silence, we spoke of celebration and of lament, of a still-exciting experiment in 

democracy, of the experience sometimes of safe haven and also of marginalization, of stirring ideals that place 

the health of our union in the body of our common life, of not giving up on each other nor the promise of human 

thriving, and the call “to compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters, and conditions” of 

people (Amanda Gorman). Here are several portions of poetry that came to mind as we talked. ~ David 

 

 
 

 We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. - Declaration of Independence, 

Thomas Jefferson, et al., July 4, 1776  

 

 These are the times that try men’s souls; the summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in 

this crisis, shrink from the service of his country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and 

thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this 

consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. – “The American 

Crisis,” Thomas Paine, December 1776  

 

 Centre of equal daughters, equal sons; all, all alike endear’d, grown, ungrown, young or old; 

strong, ample, fair, enduring, capable, rich; perennial with the Earth, with Freedom, Law and 

Love. A grand, sane, towering, seated Mother, chair’d in the adamant of Time. – “America,” Walt 

Whitman, 1888  

 

 O, let America be America again — the land that never has been yet — and yet must be — the 

land where every man is free. The land that’s mine — the poor man’s, Indian’s, Negro’s, ME — 

who made America; whose sweat and blood, whose faith and pain, whose hand at the foundry, 

whose plow in the rain, must bring back our mighty dream again. – “Let America be America 

Again,” Langston Hughes, 1935  

 

 Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand a mighty woman with a torch, whose flame is 

the imprisoned lightning, and her name: Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand glows world-

wide welcome … Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free. – 

“The New Colossus,” Emma Lazarus, 1883  

 

 And so we lift our gaze, not to what stands between us, but what stands before us. We close the 

divide because we know to put our future first, we must first put our differences aside. We lay 

down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one another. We seek harm to none and harmony 

for all. Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true. That even as we grieved, we grew. That even 

as we hurt, we hoped. That even as we tired, we tried. – “The Hill We Climb,” Amanda Gorman, 

2021  

 

 America! America! God mend thine every flaw. Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in 

law! – “America the Beautiful,” Katherine Lee Bates, 1893  

 


